“Moreover,
brethren, | de-
clare unto you

the gospel which =«

| preached unto
you, which also
ye have received,
and wherein ye
stand; By which
also ye are saved,
if ye keep in
memory what |
preached unto
you, unless ye
have believed in
vain. For | deliv-
ered unto you
first of all that
which | also re-

ceived, how that
Christ died for
our sins accord-
ing to the scrip-
tures; And that
he was buried,

e

Accountability

| want to focus on a particular sub-

jectthat | believe is often over-
looked in the Lord’s body. I'm
talking about accountability. There
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New Testament, so do we! It is
true that every person makes his or
her own decisions in life and will
ultimately answer for those deci-

are several passages and examplessions. Yet, are we as friends, fami-

that we can use concerning the
topic of holding yourself accounta-
ble. However, in this article we
aren’t going to focus on keeping
ourselvegJohn 12:48; Romans
2.6, 1 Timothy 5:22) but the
keeping of others. If you will re-
call in Genesis 4:9Cain asked
God, "Am | my brother's keeper?”
What Cain was actually asking in
this particular question was, “Is it
my responsibility to watch out for
and care for my brother Abel?”
What about me? What about you?
Do we have a responsibility to
watch out for and care for one an-
other? | believe Cain did have that
responsibility and according to the

ly, and especially brothers and sis-
ters in Christ suppose to just sit
back and watch as our friends,
family, and especially brothers and
sisters in Christ, go down the path
of sin and darkness? Are we to
have an attitude of, “Well, that's
their business what they do”? Let
me put it this way: If you are
walking along the shore of a river
and you notice a person in a boat
heading for a dangerous waterfall
and they can’t control their boat
because the current is so strong
and there is no way of saving
themselves from this rough current
and you know that if you don’t

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



The Necessity of Repentance

Having examined the mean-

ing of repentance and some of
the reasons, or rather, some of

the inducements, for man’s
repentance, we want to turn
our attention to the subject of
the necessity of repentance.
We have already mentioned
the primary reason, for salva-
tion itself. Man cannot be
saved without repenting of
sin. But what else makes it

necessary for man to repent of

his sins and turn to God?

First, let us suggest repent-
ance is necessary simply be-

cause God commands it. He is

the creator of all thing@Act

17:24)and as such He has the

right to command us. Paul
related to the Athenians on
Mars Hill that once, God
winked at their ignorance but
no longer, now God,
“‘commandeth all men every
where to repent{Act 17:30).
He commands it to be done,
which means if we love Him,
we will do what is aske(L
Jn. 5:3). No wonder Jesus
came to “call ... sinners to
repentance{Luke 5:32).

Will you heed God’s call to
repent?

Second, we find that repent-
ance is necessary because of

sin. As we have noted, salva-
tion isn’t possible without
repentance. Jesus said,
“except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish’(Lk.

13:3). Peter commanded
those on Pentecost who
wanted to know what they
must do, after learning they
had killed the Messiah, to
repent and be baptized for
the remission of their sins
(Act 2:38). Thus without re-
pentance we have no chance
for forgiveness of sin. This is
true for the alien sinner who
is outside of ChristAct 2:22
-23; 36-38) and likewise it

Is true for the saint who
stumbles in sirfAct 8:22-

23). The consequence of sin
demands repentance.

Finally, we find that repent-
ance is necessary because of
the final judgment each of us
will face (2 Corinthians

5:10). The looming certain-
ty of the final judgment is a
warning to all to turn away
from sin to God. Each pass-
ing day we live on this earth
brings eternity ever nearer
and with each passing day
another opportunity to repent
is lost for far too many. The
Bible assures us that once we

die it is too lat§Hebrews
9:27). Repentance will
surely make the judgment
more tolerable than for
those who refuse to repent
(Matthew 11:21-22)
Judgment is certain and
for the one who hasn’t re-
pented and obeyed the
gospel it will be severg
Peter 3:8-13; 2 Thessalo-
nians 1:7-10) The im-
pending judgment de-
mands repentance.

Why is repentance neces-
sary? Repentance is nec-
essary because God com-
mands it. It is necessary
because of sin; for-
giveness requires repent-
ance. lItis necessary be-
cause the judgment warns
every soul to repent. If
you haven’t repented you
cannot be saved; whether
you are an alien sinner
outside of Christ or an
erring Christian, “except
ye repent, ye shall all like-
wise perish’(Lk. 13:3).
Now is the time for you to
repent(2 Cor. 6:2)! —
Phillip Stuckey
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ACCOUNTABILITY - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

help then they will ulti-
mately go over this water-
fall and plunge to their
death. Would you help
them? Would you do eve-
rything in your power to
save this person from go-
ing over the waterfall and
dying? | know | would. |
trust everyone reading
this would. It's human
nature. See someone in
trouble, help. Well, then
reader, what's the differ-
ence in someone going

have if they aren’t found
righteous in the end.
Again, do we have a re-
sponsibility to each other?
If you look to the scrip-
tures you will see that we
are to “love one another”.
Jesus commanded this
kind of love(John 13:34-
35; 15:12, 17) In fact,
according to John 13:35,
all will know that we are
His disciples if we love
one another. We also see
examples from Paul

over a dangerous waterfall (Romans 13:8; 1 Thessa-

and someone going down
a dangerous path of sin?

Which death do you think
would be greater? The

physical one? We are told yerse 12 of 1 John chapter

in the Bible that spiritual
death is far greater than

lonians 4:9) Peter(1 Pe-
ter 1:22), and Johr{l
John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11-
12; 2 John 5) Notice

three, “We should not be
like Cain...”, instead we

any physical death that we shoyld love one another!
can experience. When we gg |et's apply this to a

are spiritually separated
from God because of our
sins(Isaiah 59:2) we

will be placed “in the lake
that burns with fire and
sulfur, which is the se-
cond death{Revelation
21:8). Sure, the physical
death can be great, but it
doesn’t even compare to
the suffering one will

Visit bonairecoc.org

brother or sister who may
be in sin. This sin can be
open or public, or maybe
it's private and only one
or two people know about
it. What do you do about
this? Even though this
brother or sister isn’t
physically caught in a
strong current about to be
tossed over a rocky water-

Page 3

fall and plunge to their
death, this brother or sis-
ter doesn’t know the time
when the Lord will return
either, so really what's the
difference? When a broth-
er or sister is in sin and
we know about it, what do
we do about it? Do we
just think about them?
“Well, I'll pray that this
person realizes they’re in
sin and hopefully they

will come to the realiza-
tion that they are separat-
ed from God spiritually
and they will come for-
ward on Sunday and re-
pent of their sins and eve-
rything will be just fine;
I’m doing my duty as a
Christian!” Or do we just
say, “It's really none of
my business, if they want
to continue doing what
they’re doing, that's be-
tween them and God, I'm
just going to stay out of
that!” Or maybe we're
afraid and think, “Well, |
don’t want to lose their
friendship, and we got a
good thing going on here,
I'll just leave it alone and
maybe, just maybe one

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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ACCOUNTABILITY- CONTINUED FRON PAGE 3

day they will change”. Reader, how is this lovimgea@another? This person is going down a dan-
gerous rocky waterfall of sin and are we not evamsaering them®Pebrews 10:24says, “And

let us consider one another to provoke unto lovktargood works”. This person is drifting away
from God, are we not even making the effort to heaat to them and save them? How are we
bearing their burdeng3alatians 6:1-2states, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in anyggrassion,
you who are spiritual should restore him in a spifigentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest
you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdenssandfill the law of Christ.” Are we helping
them overcome their sin and become stronger im tagh? Or should we rather not be bothered?
This person is drifting away from God, are we exingrthem?Hebrews 3:12-13eads, “Take
care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an anibelieving heart, leading you to fall away from
the living God. But exhort one another every dayloag as it is called "today," that none of you
may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin”. Aeehelping their spiritual life? Or are we afraid
to confront them because we don’t want them runaingy. As long as we confront them in

love, as the scriptures teach, and they run away, e not running away from you, or me, or the
church, but from God. There are times when thegpeirs the boat can’t be saved; the current is
just too strong. Don’t wait to save your brothesister from their sins. The current they're in
right now becomes stronger as the days goes ore tthem as we are commanded. And if you
are able to save them, be quick to forgive tl{Ephesians 4:32) Accept them with open arms
and by doing so you will edify theRomans 14:19)and you will cover a multitude of siii$

Peter 4:8) Are you fulfilling your responsibility to be younrother's keeper? — Bryan Garlock

Something To Consider...

Men do not reject the Bible because it contradistdf, but because it contradicts them. Men aressomed
by human reasoning and justification. But, is thigat the bible teaches8aiah 55:8-9teaches otherwise.
Many believe that through their own wisdom they datermine right and wrong. If it makes sense &mth
they believe it must be true. If it doesn’t makase they won't accept it. They may also go by wvet
“feels right”. Yet, the Bible declares the dangétrasting in "feelings"Proverbs 14:12reads, “There is a
way which seems right to a man, But its end iswhg of death."” We also know froRroverbs 28:26that he
who trusts in his own heart is a fool. Appeal tortaun reason or feelings to justify a certain pracéiod it will
contradict the Bible, not the other way around!rydh Garlock
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